SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
subtleties of change; that is all. Only the lib.-lab.
Socialist, the flabby bourgeois, thinks of "man's best
self" as a mildly benevolent force, operating in a world
properly conditioned by rights and duties secured by a
pretty constitution. This conception of "justice" as a
measure of the condition of "maximum happiness" is
the pathetic wish-dream of almost every misfit in the
modern world, a dream utterly alien to the hard*
steely vigour of Marx's vision. Marx was no Socialist,
if Socialism means no more than the happiness
promised by constitutional reformers. He believed in a
greater life, but not necessarily in a happier one. I do
not know if he ever referred to "divine discontent,"
but he certainly valued it as the psychological basis of
all historical movement whatever, and in this he
agrees with the mystical optimist, Professor Toynbee.
He was a revolutionary, and revolutionaries, in the
horrible scenes I have been describing, are driven by
hatred, burning, desperate hatred of the conditions of a
bestial life. Silly people vote for happiness at election
times. They do not fight for it. Nobody ever does.
Men may be happier or less happy in the Soviet'
Union than they were in the Tsarist Empire.  The
sentimentalist who goes chasing happiness in the
Soviet Union will, of course, be shown it.  He will
certainly be shown happiness also at Lord Nuffield's
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